
Since a fall pastors’ retreat, the Spirit has continued to unveil a constant sense of the word IDENTITY.  We are always asking, 
Who am I? The answers we give shape our lives.

In 2018 we’ll explore together, witnessing individuals and community shaped and transformed through the power of 
worship, prayer, study, service, and fellowship. What can it mean to be loved, believe and become in 2018?

We are eager to center on the questions that really matter, seeking creative ways to explore these questions, meeting the 
needs of a hungering world, and moving together into a hope-filled future. 

This is FAITH MATTERS, an expansion of our connections and 
communication ministry. More than ‘Here’s what we’re doing,’ 
we also want to say ‘Here’s why it matters.’ (Ongoing events 
and connecting points are in ‘Your Week at Harvard Avenue’ 
emails; online at the ‘Your Week’ page; and in print at our 
Welcome Centers.) 

HERE you’ll find stories of faith, hope, love, and community – 
to inform, inspire, celebrate, and share! At Harvard Avenue, 
more than ever, we believe FAITH MATTERS.   Volume 59 • January 31, 2018 • Number 2

Lent 2018: Who am I in Christ?

QUESTION                                                           
Who am I?          
Who am I in Christ?         
Who am I in relationship to others?       
Who am I in relationship to the world?     

SEASON
Epiphany + the New Year
Lent + Easter
Ordinary Time
Creationtide + Advent/Christmas

 Who Am I?

We often refer to “the 40 days of Lent” – but do we know what we mean when we say that? 

LENT (from ‘lencten’, or ‘spring season’, when days lengthen) lasts from Ash Wednesday til Easter – which is 46 days! Tradition 
says Sunday remains set aside as The Lord’s Day, a weekly moment of Easter resurrection hope – so we count Lent as a 40-
day season. Discipline, sacrifice, and self-reflection are the watchwords of Lent. As we 
engage the 2018 theme of ‘identity’, Harvard Avenue will take the season of Lent to 
ask ‘Who am I in Christ?’

Over 40 days together, individuals, families, groups, and the whole church will go 
deeper in exploring our Christian identity. In addition to the ‘Who Am I … in Christ’ 
sermon series that will carry the message for the season, we will engage:
• #These40Days – a 40-day calendar of small 5-minute disciplines to nurture prayer, 

service, study, and compassion. A printed calendar will be prepared, in addition to daily text reminders. (Be sure we have 
your mobile number!) And we’d love to see #These40Days show up on your social media as well!

• In Christ’s Name – Saturday March 3 will be a full-tilt day of service, where every community group (Sunday School 
class, study group, deacon team, yoga class, whatever!) plans a service project on the same day. Imagine what it will 
mean to cover Tulsa with care in Christ’s name.

• Koinonia Dinners – Thursday March 15, enjoy a simple evening in a host home, for a potluck dinner with surprise 
guests! Share the practices of hospitality and kindness, over a great meal!

Also during Lent, many of our students will move through Pastors Class, developing their faith and preparing for baptism; 
and our pastoral team will continue the Lenten Prayer Discipline praying for each family in the congregation.

LENT is for reflection and self-understanding, intentionally moving us closer to Christ. We pray each one in our community 
will claim our identity as believers in Christ, those who follow on the way. 
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“Music is the last true voice of the human spirit. It can go beyond language, beyond age, and beyond color straight to 
the mind and heart of all people.” -Ben Harper

I have been head over heels in love with music since I was very young. I was that fourth grade kid who shuffled 
onstage during elementary school chapel to perform an emotional, slightly too long Petra ballad (“No Doubt” 
never sounded so sweet). My musical palate expanded as I dove into my parents’ vinyl collection to discover 
Simon and Garfunkel, Cat Stevens, J.J. Cale, Mr. Bob Dylan and many more. I was enthralled that a song could 
make you feel something so deeply in such a short span of time. As Frank Zappa aptly put it, “It’s a game where 
you have a piece of time and you get to decorate it.”

Praise and worship quickly became my favorite part of church because I felt a direct connection with God 
through this beautiful language we both spoke. When I would raise my voice with fifty others, under fluorescent 
lights and among the rows of rusty folding chairs there in our small youth group, I was instantly transported to 
the throne room. I would always feel closer to God when I was singing.

Ben Harper’s words come to me when I think about why music matters. “...beyond language, beyond age, beyond 
color straight to the mind and heart of all people”. I believe that’s how God uses music, to get past all of our hang-
ups. Sometimes I struggle to engage with God after a less-than-holy day or I can’t find the words to pray after 
enduring a heavy loss. But then the everlasting biblical truths set to the powerful melodies in the songs we 
sing often opens my heart wide again. What better way to remember God’s faithfulness than to sing “Great 
Is Thy Faithfulness” with the very people who have experienced it time and time again? There is something 
so encouraging and freeing to sing “even when it hurts, I’ll praise You” together as one voice on Sundays. The 
sound is a powerful reminder that we all struggle but we don’t ever have to walk this journey alone. Whether 
I’m picking songs for Sunday’s service or behind the microphone, my heart is to lead you into an encounter 
with Jesus. The vision for every Rising worship service is to create an environment where we can engage God 
together. So as we gather in the sanctuary this Sunday, and the many Sundays after, please don’t be ashamed to 
sing loud, clap your hands, and generally make a joyful noise about the wonders of our God. It binds us together, 
and in turn, brings us closer to the Divine. 

Worship Matters

Isaac Herbert
The Rising Band Leader

Ash Wednesday – February 14 (7pm) - Lent begins with the imposition of ashes: a cross-like mark 
on the forehead, tangible reminder of the text we recite: ‘Remember that you are dust, and to dust 
you shall return, in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection.’ We confess our sin, and proclaim 
our hope for the journey ahead. 

Palm Sunday – March 25 - ‘Holy Week’ opens 
with palm-waving shouts of ‘Hosanna!’, recalling 
the Messiah’s triumphal entry to Jerusalem. We 
cry: ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the 
name of the Lord!’, and stand with those eagerly 
awaiting this promised Savior.

Maundy Thursday – March 29 (7pm) - The story 
moves to ‘an upper room’, and the meal Jesus 
shared with his disciples; simple elements of their 
traditional gathering infused with new meaning 
and covenant. The command (‘mandatum’ = 
mandate = Maundy) to ‘Do this in remembrance 
of me’ echoes as we share the bread and cup.

Good Friday – March 30 (7pm) - We read of 
the betrayal and death that end Christ’s life, 
and our shortcomings resonate in a darkened 
worship space. The act of crucifixion stands 
stark and dramatic, as our waiting is draped in 
black, trembling to see what will come next. 

Easter Sunday – April 1 – Amid fanfare and 
bright light, we celebrate the miracle of a 
resurrected Savior! Alleluia! Christ has risen! 
Risen indeed! For each and all, just as promised, 
Christ our Lord has revived us again!
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Faith Matters

Mark Briley
Lead Pastor

I love a good play on words. It’s in my blood I 
suppose. My dad is always quick to share a pun or 
Yogism. A Yogism is one of Yogi Berra’s famed lines 
that always makes you squint your eyes a bit as you 
try to uncover the oddity of the statement like, “A 
nickel ain’t worth a dime anymore” or “When you 
come to a fork in the road, take it.” As an English Lit 
major, dad could also pull a good Shakespearean 
quote like “All that glitters is not gold.” Shakespeare is 
credited with inventing some 1,700 of our common 
English words. Language is a fascinating thing.  

Why does that matter here? It’s on my mind, I 
suppose, because we’re rolling out the first ever 
edition of Faith Matters – a monthly publication 
of Harvard Avenue Christian Church that highlights 
matters of faith and emphasizes why faith matters 
so much.  Get it?  A great play on words and fitting 
name coined by my esteemed colleague whose 
office shares the west wall of my own.  I’m excited 
to see this forum grow and expand as we share the 
stories of faith that not only matter to us at Harvard 
Avenue but talk about things that matter in the 
ongoing shape of faith in the world.

Last Sunday we held front and center in our sacred 
space the question of Jesus to Peter and the 
disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” Our Christian 

faith begins and ends with our response to that 
question of Jesus. Of utmost importance, however, 
is our embodied response that turns our verbal 
response to that question into a way of life. As our 
key word of focus for the year as a community is 
“identity,” we prepare to move into the season of 
Lent considering our identity in Christ. As far back 
as I can remember, my identity has revolved around 
the person and purpose of Jesus. 

I grew up on the steps of the church sanctuary 
where my father pastored. My dedicated Sunday 
School teachers and youth leaders taught me the 
biblical stories of faith, asked me the hard questions, 
listened to my responses, and helped me engage 
what it means to be identified with Christ. Everyone 
has a story about this.

You may hardly have heard the name of Jesus until 
you were an adult. Maybe you were first influenced 
in the faith by a chaplain when you served in the 
military. Maybe a mid-life crisis pushed you to 
search for something deeper to hang your soul’s 
hat on, so you began to read or pray or pop into 
a service at that church you’ve driven past twice a 
day for the last thirty years. Whatever the case, we 
bring our personal stories into the collective story 
of faith that is being written at Harvard Avenue 
Christian Church. Each chapter adds a richness to 
the collective narrative.  

I’m excited to journey with you through these 
sacred forty days to Easter as we ponder together 
the question, “Who Am I in Christ?” There may be 
no greater matter of faith and I pray you’ll discover 
along the way just how much faith matters. As Yogi 
wisely said, “If you don’t know where you’re going, you 
might wind up someplace else.”  Touché.     
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Youth Matter
The teenage years are an exciting time, filled with growth and 
wonder and all sorts of adventure. I know we all look back on 
those times and can remember experiences and changes that 
not only shaped us but started us on the paths that would guide 
the rest of our lives. As our youth embrace this time that is filled 
with amazing memories, beautiful changes, and anxiety- filled 
transitions, our Youth Ministry aims to walk alongside them,  to 
guide them and equip them to navigate this meaningful season 
of life all while  reminding them of the teachings of Jesus. 

Youth ministry takes many forms: from the intentionally spiritual - worship on Wednesday nights, teachings, 
discussions and missions work … to the ridiculousness of all night lock-ins, belly flop contests at pool parties, and 
a version of Ping-Pong that involves a leaf blower. (!) Many of our activities may seem like simply fun things to do 
that keep our teenagers busy and out of trouble, but the connection and relationships they form from these events 
reminds them that they are not alone. 

Not only do they have each other on this journey, but they also have a place to belong. Here are adults who care 
about them and take an interest in their lives, and a church family that loves and supports them. This is a community 
that cares for them and is glad they are here, and is investing to make this the kind of place that welcomes youth, 
and gives them a view of a God in whose image they were created – a God that loves them and wants a relationship 
with them. 

Our youth ministry is based on relationship, both our relationship with God and our relationship with the youth. Our 
goal is to connect teenagers to Jesus through spirituality, community and mission. We do this because at Harvard 
Avenue, youth matter.

Children Matter
Notice the name and punctuation on the title of our children’s 
worship experience: CHILDREN WORSHIP & WONDER. It isn’t just 
that it belongs to them, it describes what they DO during our time 
together – they worship, and they wonder. 

The whole experience is based on the idea that children already have 
a relationship with God, and one way they can grow in their faith is to 
worship God and imagine their place in many of God’s stories. When 
our children leave the sanctuary to go to their specially prepared 
Worship Centers, they experience all of the components of worship

that is taking place in the sanctuary, at a level that connects with them.  

In our Order of Worship we: light a Christ Candle; acknowledge Jesus as our Good Shepherd; identify where 
we are on the Liturgical calendar; collect offering; and listen to a Bible story. As they listen, children imagine 
their place in the story, and after listening ask “I wonder….” questions. We enjoy a feast and pray together, 
and then take time to respond to the story using a choice of materials (legos, coloring, story manipulatives).  
In our Worship Center for ages 6 to 11, we do additional work on how to use their Bible, and often read and 
compare the actual text to the way our storyteller offered the story that morning.

We also offer a variety of prayer techniques to foster a deeper connection to God. This way of being in worship 
with children is difficult to capture in words. To be truly understood and appreciated, it must be experienced. 
Consider this your open invitation to join the children in Worship & Wonder. On any given Sunday you are 
sure to witness how God is at work in our children.

Colt Stubblefield
Youth Director

Darlene Martinez
Childrens Pastor
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As I walked towards the cluster of quaint adobe homes, the smell of smoke from a wood burning stove slowly 
gave way to aromas of freshly prepared food. I knew I was hot on the trail of my lunch now. I heard a great deal of 
commotion coming from an open-air doorway on the backside of the first home, including the voices of my fellow 
teammates. Curious, I entered in.

The small kitchen space was crammed full of movement and sound. To my right, 
the youngest member of our team, a junior in high school, one of our Harvard 
Avenue Youth, was standing over a massive metal caldron, a long wooden 
spoon in hand. He slowly stirred as a Nicaraguan woman standing beside him 
encouraged his efforts with a simple affirmation of “muy bien.” Scanning the 
room, there were five more mixed clusters of my church family and our female 
Nicaraguan hosts, learning from each other as they assembled a meal of both 
Nicaraguan and United States cuisine. Under foot on the well-swept dirt floor, 
two vocal piglets reaped the benefits of scraps eagerly distributed by smiling 
teammates, sending all those watching into bouts of shared laughter.    

Observing this scene, I was suddenly struck by just how beautiful it was. Two 
communities, side by side, with no other concern than the building of relationships 
and mutual exchange while creating something beautiful to share.  I thought 
“Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place!” The making—and subsequent breaking—of bread with these 
Nicaraguan women was just another of the countless reasons why our journey to Nicaragua was worth all of the 
preparation and sacrifices it had required. 

We often refer to our faith as a journey. I am convinced that is more than just a metaphor. Jesus and his disciples 
quite literally spent most of their recorded ministry on the move; travelling by land and boat, town to town, eating 
and sleeping in close quarters. That movement came at great cost for each of them, leaving behind their work, 
family, and ways of living. However, what we read in the gospels is that this travel together is how the disciples come 
to see how God is working throughout the world—sharing together and serving side by side—outside the often 
blinding context of normal habits and routines back home. Without journeying, how else does this get achieved?

For the past two years, our HACC PartnerTrip pilgrimages to the community of Chacraseca, Nicaragua, through 
JustHope, have served as one such formative faith journey. It is one of relationship building, exchange, witness 
and service in Christ’s name; a way of cultivating a deeper understanding of our human connection and a faith 
that transcends the borders of nations. The trip is designed so participants see and learn about various projects 
making a difference to our partner community; gather with community members for shared dialogue, visit places 
and participate in activities that shed light on the culture and history of Nicaragua; and work and serve within the 
community.

If you are looking to discover the power of such a faith journey, I would invite you to participate in our upcoming 
HACC PartnerTrip (July 14-22, 2018). As a fellow disciple of the One that leads us and sends us out, I would be 
blessed to share this journey with you!

A Journey of Faith

Kevin Howe
Community Pastor
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Sunday Morning
9:00 a.m.–The Rising

10:00 a.m.–Sunday School
11:00 a.m.–Traditional Worship

Next Newsletter - February 28
Visit us at www.hacctulsa.org

Book Discussion Group
February 18      11 a.m.

In February, the book Nothing 
Daunted by Dorothy Wickenden 
will be discussed. Set in 1916, this 
is the true story of two female 
New Yorkers who journeyed west 
to teach school for a year in the 
wilds of northwestern Colorado.  
Nothing daunted them and you 
will be glad to meet them and 
learn their story!

Mark the Date!

February 14 Ash Wednesday Service   7 p.m.
  PartnerTrip Deposit Due

February 22 Next Man Up Dinner   6:30 p.m.

February 28 Youth Mission Trip Deposit Due

March 3 "In Christ's Name" Day of Service

March 9 Parents' Night Out

March 15 Koinonia Dinners

March 16-20 Youth Mission Trip

March 23 High School Youth Lock-in

March 25 Palm Sunday

March 29 Maundy Thursday   7 p.m.

March 30 Good Friday   7 p.m.

March 31 Children's Easter Eggstravaganza  4 p.m.

April 1  Easter Sunday
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